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Queensland University of Technology’s Institutional Repository (IR), QUT ePrints 
(http://eprints.qut.edu.au/), was established in 2003.  In the same year, the QUT 
University Academic Board endorsed a University-wide policy mandating 
deposit of the author’s final manuscript version of all peer reviewed journal 
articles and conference papers (effective from January 2004).  The repository 
now holds over 25,000 records including 12,332  open access publications (see 
Figure 1). Its success is celebrated within the University and acknowledged 
nationally and internationally. QUT ePrints was the highest ranked Australian 
Institutional Repository in the latest Webometrics World Ranking 1.
The number of full-text documents for each publication year has increased each 
year since the repository was established (see Figure 2).  The existence of 
‘metadata-only’ records (without full-text) is due to the ingest of retrospective 
bibliographic data in 2009 for purposes other than open access (eg requirements 
related to the Government’s research assessment and annual research reporting 
initiatives).
The Collection Development Policy for QUT ePrints specifies that at least one of 
the authors/creators must have a current affiliation with QUT. However, the 
success of QUT ePrints in terms of its capacity to increase the visibility of our 
researchers’ scholarly works has led to demand for the development of additional 
digital collections for works which are ‘out of scope’ for QUT ePrints.  
Consequently, in 2009, the ‘QUT Digital Repository’ was launched.  It 
encompasses a range of digital collections, services and systems.  While QUT 
ePrints retains its status as the University’s flagship institutional repository (IR), it 
now sits alongside other digital collections within the QUT Digital Repository 
portal.  
The QUT Digital Repository serves to integrate a number of resources which 
were ‘out of scope’ for QUT ePrints including, OZcase, a collection of legal 
research materials and the ‘Sugar Industry Collection’; a digitised collection 
of books and articles on sugar cane production and processing.   The latter is 
part of the ‘Million Books Project’.  Proposals for a number of other digital 
collections are currently being considered.
Additionally, the Library has responded to a request from a group of senior QUT 
academics to help them publish a new international open access peer reviewed 
journal.  The International Journal for the First Year in Higher Education
was launched in June 2010. 
A data repository, built on Mediflux (by Architecta) is currently under 
construction.  This will be used to curate QUT’s research datasets.  Dataset 
records will be linked to relevant publication records in QUT ePrints.  Not all 
dataset records will be publicly visible but the option to ‘publish’ will be 
available.
953 full-text open access digital theses (PhD and Research Masters level) were 
uploaded to QUT ePrints in December 2008.  While the theses are now globally 
discoverable via OAI-PMH, there was a desire to have a ‘browse-able’ 
showcase for these works. Hence, a virtual ‘collection’ of QUT theses was 
created and included alongside other digital collections.
Like many other institutions, QUT has considered ingesting bibliographic data 
from their research information system and/or external databases (eg Scopus) 
to create repository records.  It was felt that this could undermine the 
University’s open access agenda as the authors would be disengaged from the 
process.  Consequently, the strategy adopted at QUT is to make the 
deposit of the full-text (accepted version) in QUT ePrints the starting point 
for reporting publications.  
Bibliographic details of deposited items are verified by the Library and passed 
to the Office of Research for incorporation in the research information 
system. Downstream, the information is output to staff profile pages and used 
for administrative reporting.  
The QUT Digital Repository serves to integrate a range of collections and 
processes and places the IR (QUT ePrints) at the core of all these initiatives
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